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International Assoc. of Arson Investigators, Inc.

Texas Chapter  
Minutes of Texas Chapter IAAI Board of Directors meeting held on Oct. 3, 2007 via tele-conference.  Minutes taken by Alan Finke, in the absence of Secretary Deborah Johnson.

9:10AM CDT:  Meeting called to order by President Ken Finley.
Roll call taken by 2nd Vice President Alan Finke.  

Board members present (8):

Ken Finley

Alan Finke

Paul Cunningham

Charlie Ashburn

David Barnes

Stacy Singleton

Kurt Harris

Chad Weldon

Board members absent (4):

Jody Gonzalez (recently resigned as 1st Vice President)

Henry Lopez

David Opperman
Deborah Johnson (Secretary)
Other Chapter members present:  

Past President Gary Nabors 
A quorum was declared by President Finley.

President Finley:  

Discussion regarding the recent resignation of 1st Vice President Jody Gonzalez, who resigned subsequent to his appointment to the Texas Commission on Fire Protection. President Finley confirmed that Alan Finke has been elevated to 1st Vice President, and an opening for the position of 2nd Vice President now exists.  President Finley offered to the Board the recommendation made by Jody Gonzalez to appoint Paul Cunningham to fulfill the position of 2nd Vice President. Hearing no opposition, President Finley appointed Cunningham to the position of 2nd Vice President.  
President Finley then brought forth the issue of the constitutional requirement that the Director position just vacated by Cunningham be filled by the member receiving the second highest number of votes during the election for that Director position.  The vacant Director position was filled by Jackson Deroy Bennett. 

President Finley informed the Board that due to his position as current 1st Vice President of the IAAI, and his pending elevation to IAAI President next year, he will not be able to fulfill the additional term as President of the Texas Chapter, as constitutionally mandated by the recent resignation and realignment of Chapter officers.  He requested that Past President Gary Nabors study the constitution and by-laws with the purpose of developing a resolution for consideration and possible action by the Board during the next annual general meeting to be held in March of 2008 that would suspend the requirement for 1st Vice President Finke to serve a full term from 2008 to 2010 as 1st Vice President.  Such resolution may be styled so as to allow 1st Vice President Finke to elevate to President in March of 2008, and thereby allow President Finley to vacate the office of Texas Chapter President in 2008 instead of in 2010.  There was no opposition to President Finley’s proposal, and Past President Nabors accepted the task. 

President Finley:

President Finley informed the Board that during the recent IAAI annual general meeting in Vancouver, BC, he was challenged by the California Chapter to pledge of $500 from the Texas Chapter to the IAAI Educational Foundation.  President Finley stated that he accepted the challenge but stipulated that the pledge was subject to the approval of the Texas Chapter Board of Directors.  President Finley asked for a motion to donate $500 to the IAAI Education Foundation.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

2nd Vice President Cunningham:

Cunningham asked for a vote of support for the purchase of Chapter lapel pins in the amount of $600.  Director Barnes inquired as to how much was budgeted this year for logo items, and was informed by President Finley that former 1st Vice President Gonzalez had not produced a budget for the current year, but that in past years $2,000 was routinely budgeted for such items.  Cunningham stated that the $600 he was requesting would be in addition to funds used for other logo items.  President Finley asked for a motion.  Cunningham moved to purchase the lapel pins for approximately $600; motion was seconded by Director Singleton. Roll call vote was unanimously in favor.  Motion passed.  

1st Vice President Finke:

Finke gave a report on the recent Expert Witness Courtroom Testimony Course held in Brenham on Sept. 14th-16th, 2008.  A detailed written report will be submitted as soon as all tuition fees are received and all expenses tabulated.  Preliminary figures project revenue will exceed expenses by approximately $490.  

President Finley:

Finley gave a recap of the American Home Appliance Manufacturers Assoc. seminar held in Arlington last June.  

President Finley:

Finley gave details of the upcoming South Texas training conference to be held in November.  

Director Harris:

Discussion regarding the Texas Chapter joining with the Texas Fire Marshal’s Assoc. in purchasing various items of audio-visual equipment to be used by each entity during seminars and conferences.  Harris did not ask for action, only that the Board members give the matter their consideration, and the subject will brought back to the Board at a later date .  

President Finley:

Finley informed the Board that the next in-person meeting will be in March 2008 during the Arson Seminar in Austin, and that more tele-conferences are anticipated in the interim.  Finley asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by Director Barnes; seconded by Director Singleton.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55AM.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan E. Finke, IAAI-CFI

1st Vice President, Texas Chapter IAAI    

